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Sacred light into a Holy SpaceSacred light into a Holy Space
The windows of St David’s Cathedral Hobart



the glorious light 
of the windows of 
St David’s bathe it in 
colour and beauty 
St David’s is one of the most 
‘perfect’ cathedral designs in 
Australia in terms of its proportion, 
scale, detail and layout and retains 
an exceptional setting 
within the city.  
As you visit the Cathedral you 
will discover intrinsic beauty, 
especially in the windows. 
These stained glass windows are 
a unique collection of English and 
Australian glass, which takes us 
from the colonial infancy to the 
into the 21st century. 
There are 75 windows.
Fine English craft firm of Burlison 
and Grills, London, made many. 
This firm was a leader in the craft. 
Significant Australian firm Brooks 
Robinson of Melbourne made others.
These windows reflect this history 
of glassmaking and provide an 
extremely valuable record of 
Australian heritage that apart 
from being rare is wonderfully 
uplifting and beautiful. 
                       The good condition of 
                       the collection is due to 
                       Hobart’s relatively cool 
                       climate. Especially 
                       note the plain glass of 
                       the Clerestory, much 
                       of which is original.
                                This and other information 
                                from 1990 report by Staine 
                                Glass Restorations of 
                                Australia Pty Ltd.



The West Window

             The Nativity
This is a most beautiful 
window. Among its many 
features note the exquisite 
baby Jesus, the character of 
the kings and shepherds and 
the energy as the light 
(especially mid afternoon) 
fills the Cathedral with 
translucent glory. This is 
the only window that is 
modern ‘leadlight’ and 
not stained glass.


